AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§450.312

local government that together rep-
resent at least 75 percent of the exist-
ing metropolitan planning area popu-
lation (including the largest incor-
porated city, based on population, as
named by the Bureau of the Census).

(i) Redesignation of an MPO serving
a multistate metropolitan planning
area requires agreement between the
Governors of each State served by the
existing MPO and units of general pur-
pose local government that together
represent at least 75 percent of the ex-
isting metropolitan planning area pop-
ulation (including the largest incor-
porated city, based on population, as
named by the Bureau of the Census).

(j) For the purposes of redesignation,
units of general purpose local govern-
ment may be defined as elected offi-
cials from each unit of general purpose
local government located within the
metropolitan planning area served by
the existing MPO.

(k) Redesignation of an MPO (in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this
section) is required whenever the exist-
ing MPO proposes to make:

(1) A substantial change in the pro-
portion of voting members on the ex-
isting MPO representing the largest in-
corporated city, other units of general
purpose local government served by the
MPO, and the State(s); or

(2) A substantial change in the deci-
sionmaking authority or responsibility
of the MPO, or in decisionmaking pro-
cedures established under MPO by-
laws.

(1) The following changes to an MPO
do not require a redesignation (as long
as they do not trigger a substantial
change as described in paragraph (k) of
the section):

(1) The identification of a new urban-
ized area (as determined by the Bureau
of the Census) within an existing met-
ropolitan planning area;

(2) Adding members to the MPO that
represent new units of general purpose
local government resulting from ex-
pansion of the metropolitan planning
area;

(3) Adding members to satisfy the
specific membership requirements for
an MPO that serves a TMA; or

(4) Periodic rotation of members rep-
resenting units of general-purpose
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local government, as established under
MPO by-laws.

§450.312 Metropolitan planning area
boundaries.

(a) The boundaries of a metropolitan
planning area (MPA) shall be deter-
mined by agreement between the MPO
and the Governor. At a minimum, the
MPA boundaries shall encompass the
entire existing urbanized area (as de-
fined by the Bureau of the Census) plus
the contiguous area expected to be-
come urbanized within a 20-year fore-
cast period for the metropolitan trans-
portation plan. The MPA boundaries
may be further expanded to encompass
the entire metropolitan statistical area
or combined statistical area, as defined
by the Office of Management and Budg-
et.

(b) An MPO that serves an urbanized
area designated as a nonattainment
area for ozone or carbon monoxide
under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401
et seq.) as of August 10, 2005, shall re-
tain the MPA boundary that existed on
August 10, 2005. The MPA boundaries
for such MPOs may only be adjusted by
agreement of the Governor and the af-
fected MPO in accordance with the re-
designation procedures described in
§450.310(h). The MPA boundary for an
MPO that serves an urbanized area des-
ignated as a nonattainment area for
ozone or carbon monoxide under the
Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.)
after August 10, 2005 may be estab-
lished to coincide with the designated
boundaries of the ozone and/or carbon
monoxide nonattainment area, in ac-
cordance with the requirements in
§450.310(b).

(c) An MPA boundary may encom-
pass more than one urbanized area.

(d) MPA boundaries may be estab-
lished to coincide with the geography
of regional economic development and
growth forecasting areas.

(e) Identification of new urbanized
areas within an existing metropolitan
planning area by the Bureau of the
Census shall not require redesignation
of the existing MPO.

(f) Where the boundaries of the ur-
banized area or MPA extend across two
or more States, the Governors with re-
sponsibility for a portion of the
multistate area, MPO(s), and the public
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transportation operator(s) are strongly
encouraged to coordinate transpor-
tation planning for the entire
multistate area.

(g) The MPA boundaries shall not
overlap with each other.

(h) Where part of an urbanized area
served by one MPO extends into an ad-
jacent MPA, the MPOs shall, at a min-
imum, establish written agreements
that clearly identify areas of coordina-
tion and the division of transportation
planning responsibilities among and
between the MPOs. Alternatively, the
MPOs may adjust their existing bound-
aries so that the entire urbanized area
lies within only one MPA. Boundary
adjustments that change the composi-
tion of the MPO may require redesigna-
tion of one or more such MPOs.

(i) The MPA boundaries shall be re-
viewed after each Census by the MPO
(in cooperation with the State and pub-
lic transportation operator(s)) to deter-
mine if existing MPA boundaries meet
the minimum statutory requirements
for new and updated urbanized area(s),
and shall be adjusted as necessary. As
appropriate, additional adjustments
should be made to reflect the most
comprehensive boundary to foster an
effective planning process that ensures
connectivity between modes, reduces
access disadvantages experienced by
modal systems, and promotes efficient
overall transportation investment
strategies.

(j) Following MPA boundary approval
by the MPO and the Governor, the
MPA boundary descriptions shall be
provided for informational purposes to
the FHWA and the FTA. The MPA
boundary descriptions shall be sub-
mitted either as a geo-spatial database
or described in sufficient detail to en-
able the boundaries to be accurately
delineated on a map.

§450.314 Metropolitan planning agree-
ments.

(a) The MPO, the State(s), and the
public transportation operator(s) shall
cooperatively determine their mutual
responsibilities in carrying out the
metropolitan transportation planning
process. These responsibilities shall be
clearly identified in written agree-
ments among the MPO, the State(s),
and the public transportation oper-
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ator(s) serving the MPA. To the extent
possible, a single agreement between
all responsible parties should be devel-
oped. The written agreement(s) shall
include specific provisions for coopera-
tively developing and sharing informa-
tion related to the development of fi-
nancial plans that support the metro-
politan  transportation plan (see
§450.322) and the metropolitan TIP (see
§450.324) and development of the annual
listing of obligated projects (see
§450.332).

(b) If the MPA does not include the
entire nonattainment or maintenance
area, there shall be a written agree-
ment among the State department of
transportation, State air quality agen-
cy, affected local agencies, and the
MPO describing the process for cooper-
ative planning and analysis of all
projects outside the MPA within the
nonattainment or maintenance area.
The agreement must also indicate how
the total transportation-related emis-
sions for the nonattainment or mainte-
nance area, including areas outside the
MPA, will be treated for the purposes
of determining conformity in accord-
ance with the EPA’s transportation
conformity rule (40 CFR part 93). The
agreement shall address policy mecha-
nisms for resolving conflicts con-
cerning transportation-related emis-
sions that may arise between the MPA
and the portion of the nonattainment
or maintenance area outside the MPA.

(c) In nonattainment or maintenance
areas, if the MPO is not the designated
agency for air quality planning under
section 174 of the Clean Air Act (42
U.S.C. 7504), there shall be a written
agreement between the MPO and the
designated air quality planning agency
describing their respective roles and
responsibilities for air quality related
transportation planning.

(d) If more than one MPO has been
designated to serve an urbanized area,
there shall be a written agreement
among the MPOs, the State(s), and the
public transportation operator(s) de-
scribing how the metropolitan trans-
portation planning processes will be co-
ordinated to assure the development of
consistent metropolitan transportation
plans and TIPs across the MPA bound-
aries, particularly in cases in which a
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